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President Vicente Fox Quesada is expected to eliminate several nonessential positions in his Cabinet
to comply with a directive from the Mexican Congress for the executive branch to significantly
reduce expenditures. The proposed cuts come as Congress continues debate on the 2002 budget.
Legislators were unable to agree on a budget plan before the end of the regular session on Dec. 15
and called a special session to consider the matter, beginning Dec. 20. The Mexican Constitution
requires that the 2002 budget be approved before Dec. 31.

Recently created positions would be eliminated
The positions that would be eliminated are those created by Fox when he came into office on Dec.
1, 2000. They did not exist under previous administrations. Among those likely to lose their current
positions because of reduced funding for the executive are Adolfo Aguilar Zinser, coordinator
for national security; Xochitl Galvez, director of the office of indigenous affairs; Juan Hernandez,
coordinator of the office that supports Mexican expatriates in the US; and Rodolfo Elizondo, head of
the president's citizens' liaison office.
Fox is expected to retain chief economic adviser Eduardo Sojo, although the fate of the post of
coordinator of social issues remains to be decided. That post is held by Jose Sarukhan, a former
rector at the Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Mexico (UNAM). The daily newspaper La Jornada
reported that all or most of the affected officials would remain in the Fox administration, with
Aguilar Zinser probably appointed as Mexico's representative to the UN. Elizondo is expected to
become the president's chief spokesperson, and Galvez will continue her work on indigenous rights
from the Instituto Nacional Indigenista (INI).

Proposal to cut emigrant-services office draws fire
The most controversial of the proposed cuts is that of the emigrant-support office, whose budget
the Fox administration has proposed cutting by as much as 85%. The possible loss of this office has
raised concerns among some members of Congress. "The government will eliminate practically
all the support offered to Mexicans abroad, from identification and registration to community
support," said Deputy Irma Pineyro Arias, who chairs the committee in the lower house that
oversees population, borders, and immigration issues. "
All of these are very important." Pineyro Arias, a member of the former governing Partido
Revolucionario Institucional (PRI), called Fox a hypocrite for significantly cutting the budget for
Mexicans abroad after pledging full support for expatriates. Pineyro's complaints have found
a sympathetic ear in Congress, but she is not likely to prevail because all three major political
parties ultimately voiced public support for eliminating the special office for expatriates while
praising Hernandez's efforts. "We had an obligation to look for savings in areas where there could
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be duplication," said Deputy Tarciso Navarrete, a member of Fox's center-right Partido Accion
Nacional (PAN).
However, in recent statements, Foreign Relations Secretary Jorge Castaneda said there is enough
room in the budget for Hernandez's office. "I don't see a duplication of functions," said Castaneda.
Legislators said many of the functions of Hernandez's office would be assumed by Mexican
consulates and embassies, especially after Congress reverses some cuts proposed for the Secretaria
de Relaciones Exteriores (SRE). Hernandez is expected to be reassigned to the SRE to coordinate the
government's support for expatriates.
Still, the overall proposal to reduce unnecessary positions in the executive branch is gaining strong
support from all three parties in Congress, given the need for an austere budget in 2002. "It is best
to eliminate the most recently created positions," said Deputy Miroslava Garcia of the center-left
Partido de la Revolucion Democratica (PRD). "This could result in a savings of 14 billion pesos (US
$1.53 billion)."

PAN members seek ouster of some Cabinet ministers
The PAN has actually gone one step further, urging Fox to make major changes in his Cabinet by
replacing renegade ministers. Influential PAN members like Sen. Diego Fernandez de Cevallos have
urged Fox to replace Castaneda and other Cabinet secretaries like Labor Secretary Carlos Abascal,
Finance Secretary Francisco Gil Diaz, and Agriculture Secretary Javier Usabiaga, who at times have
dissented from the president's position or failed to carry out Fox's policies. Castaneda, for example,
has gone to Congress to lobby for funds for the SRE against the direct wishes of his boss.
Some PAN members said they are also concerned about the lack of coordination among Galvez'
office, the INI, and PAN legislators regarding indigenous rights. "We have to unify our positions,"
said PAN Deputy Samuel Yoselovitz. "Otherwise, we will have a permanent conflict, with Xochitl
taking one position, the INI another, and PAN legislators a third position." Galvez strongly
denounced the diluted indigenous-rights legislation approved by the Mexican Congress in May of
this year (see SourceMex, 2001-05-02).
The legislation was passed because of the strong support of the PAN and the PRI. The PRD and the
PRI have supported the proposal for Fox to make significant changes in his Cabinet in the new year.
"We agree that some Cabinet secretaries are not fulfilling their duties and must be replaced," said
PRD Sen. Jesus Ortega. Still, PAN president Luis Felipe Bravo Mena was careful to point out that the
Cabinet changes are being promoted by individual legislators and not by the party.
Along with the suggestion to revamp the Cabinet, PAN Sen. Cesar Jauregui has urged Fox
to appoint Interior Secretary Santiago Creel as Cabinet coordinator to "prevent confusion,
confrontation, and duplication of duties." Jauregui said Creel would not have to leave his duties
as interior secretary to take on this post. [Note: Peso-dollar conversions in this article are based
on the Interbank rate in effect on Dec. 19, reported at 9.12 pesos per US$1.00] (Sources: CNI en
Linea, 12/11/01; Reuters, 12/11/01, 12/13/01; Unomasuno, 12/13/01; Notimex, Novedades, 12/14/01;
The Dallas Morning News, 12/15/01; Notimex, 12/17/01; La Jornada, 12/12/01, 12/13/01, 12/18/01; El
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Universal, 12/12-14/01, 12/17/01, 12/18/01; La Cronica de Hoy, 12/12/01, 12/17/01, 12/18/01; Reforma,
12/13/01, 12/17/01, 12/18/01; El Financiero, The News, Milenio Diario, 12/18/01)
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